Chriſts Firſt 


SERMON. 


The abſolute neon ity , duty, and 


Chriſtian Practice, ot Repentance: 
Opened and applied, by a godly, able, 
and faithful Miniſter. of Jzsus 
CHRIST. 
Wber in is diſcovered, what Repentance i is5 
* allo the great neceſiuy thereof to falyation 3 - 
5 Wich the great folly and deſperate madneſs 
of all thoſe that delay and prit off their 
| Repentance umo a fick Bed, or = 
þ Old- age. . 
Together with the great bene fit, j joy, and 
comfort, that ſhall be to the ſouls of all! 
choſe that timely and truly 
repent. 
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| MATT H. 4. 17. | 
From that time Jeſus began to preach , and to ſay; 
Repent, for the Kingdoms of Heaven is at HAN 
Luk B 13. 3. 
E Except yo Repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. = 
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Chriſt firſt E : 
OR, 
The abſolute neceſſity, duty, and 


Chriſtian practice of Repentance. 


Act. 17. 30, 31. The times of this ignorance God 
winked at . but now commandath all men every 
where to Repent ; becauſe he hath. appoint: 
ed 4 day in which be will juage rhe world in 
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| ts taks off the ſaperſtitious A+ 
SPA =) © thenians from their Adolatrę ang 
a wozchipping of kalte gods; gods 
of ſilver aud gold , which ind&d are no gods, 
but the wozk of mens hands; and this ho bath, 
firſ, by endeadonring to convince them of ths _ 
nay of their (volatry 3 ; 2 5 then e 1 


bleed Apoſtle gt. Paul, its _ 
eſe wozds beloved, enveabonrs 
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Chriſts farſt Sermon, 


ing bokoze them the power and goodneſs of Gov, 


in making and pzeſerving the wozlp , and all 
things therein: God ((aith he in the foze-going 
berſes) made the world and all things therein, and 
15 Lord over all, and gives to all life and breath, and 


all things, and in him weall live, and move, and *| 


have our being; and it is he that hath ſer the bounds 
of our habitations. Mhercfoze (taith he) youn&d 
not to think that the god⸗heas is like unto gold, 
oz fiver, oz tones, graven by art oz mans de⸗ 
viſes, lo God is Loꝛd both of heaven and earth. 


Z but (ay theſe idolaters, ws do as gur foze⸗fa⸗ 


thers did, they wozthipped ſuch gods as theſe, jy] 
and we ars of ths (ame religion as our fozo-fa- | 


thers were, But ſaith tho Apoſtle, this was 


vons in {gnozance, and the times of this igno- 


1 rannte Cod winked at; pour fozo-fathers had 


not the light of the Goſpel, they never heard # 
of Jeſus Chzift : but now ſaith be, Chaift is 

zeached, and the light of the Goſpel chines foztb 

n the wozld ; therefoze now ye muſt ropent and 
farnfrom theſe idols,and ſerve the l{ving God. 
Now Gov commands all men every where to | 
repent; although Gov in times paſt ſuffered all 
nations to walk in their own wayes': Now 
bath he (ent us to pꝛeach Chziff unto you , that 
von ſhould turn from fheſs banities , and ſerve 


ths living God : It your foze-fathers finnev, it 


was 


„ ea. ao oo . 9 


* 


=—_ Tt = WW __— =" wer” wo -_ WW ww ww ._T, 


— N 


on. TT WW SUY]*"OW FPURU(wP —_— WW VWs ww RN BB” Rv wwe» Þ WW 
. . 8 * S rn R TON wy 1 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


was thzough their ignozance and want of the 


knowlcbge ol Jeſus Chzift ; but if you ſin and 
go on in your {dolatry, it's tbzongh wilfalneſs, 


and God wil! be revcaged on yon. Ja the werds 


you map obſerve tbeſs four things; firſt a duty 
commanded, and that ts Repentance ; ſccondly, 
the commander and that is God God cemman⸗ 
doth , thirdly the perſon to whom this command 
is enfoyned, and that is all men, every where, 
high end low, rich and paoz, all the wozld over; 
fourthly and laſtlę, the ti e when, and that is 
now ; now Gad commandeth all men every 
where to repent, now in theſe times of the Gaſs 
pel; To day if yur will hear my voice, (atth Ged 
in Pſa]. 95.7. From tha words thus opened, A 
Gall give you theſe feur pzadical obſervations 2 
Lys firff is this, that Re pentante is a n&dfal 
and neceſſary dnty commanded by God, Se⸗ 
cendly.that ebery man and woman in the wozlſd 


is bound to repent, @hirdly, chat the dodrine 


of the Golpel is a dectrins of R:pentance: 16 
was Chꝛiſts ficſt ſermon, nd po may ſer Matth. 


| 4, I7. Jeſus began to preach, and to ſay repent, 
4 Fonrthly and laffly, ovſzrv? tram theſe wozds. 


that Sad expects moze and looks foz moze from 
men under the Goſpel, then kram thoſe-wwho-ne- 
ver beard of the Goſpzl. Mheſe four obſerva- 
_ ars all of chem very _ from the Woke: 
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of the text; A halt vnety therefoze give pon ſome 1 


few further pzools of them from ſcripture, and 
ſo pzocted in the opening and handling of the 
two fi: if obſervations, and from thence I all 


N 


W% 


dꝛaw ſundzꝑ pzactical uſes, which 4 ſhali endea- | 


baur by Gods aſſiſtance to appiy home unto 


4 


your ſvnls. I ſhall fberefoze jopn the two firſt 
obſervations, into one intire pzopeſifton, thus; 
What repentance is a nx&dful and neceſſary du | 


fy commanded by God, and that ebery man and 


woman in the woz1d is bound to repent; Except | 


* 


ye repent (ſaith Chzift Luk.1 3.3.) ye {ball all pe- 


riſh, And 2 Pet. 3.9. God is not willing that any 1y 
Mould peciſh , _ that all ſhould comes: to repen- | 


tance. ”s I live (ſaith the L ozd Ezek. 23.12.) I | 
have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 


the wicked turn from his way and live: Turn ye, 


turn ye from your evil ways, ſor why will ye dye O 
houſe of Iſrael. And in Math. 3. 2. Repent for the | 


kingdome of heaven is at hand. And 10 Ukeboiſe 
in AR. 2 38. Repent and he baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of 


fins, Repentance ts. n&@vful fo; all, there ars 


none ſs wiſe none ſo learned and holp, but ſtand 
in n&d of repentance. In many things(ſait St. 
James) we fin all, Jam, 3. 2. And in Rom. 3. 23. 
All have ſinned: Wonng ones habe ſinned, and 


enn have RES! te rend and that _ 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


left as t. Paul ſaith Heb. 3.13. Threugh the de- 
ceitfulneſs of fin their hearts be bardened, It's good 
foz young ones, yea it's the beſt courſe they can 
take, as Solomon faith Eccleſ. 12. I. to remem- 
bet their Creator in the days of their ycuth; and not 
to put eff re pentante unto ld age 62 the death- 
bed, fog then it may be to late: fog althengh 
true repentance ie never to late, pet late repens 
tance is ſeldome true. It's a god obſervation 
of a holy man; faith he, ſyeaking of the repens - 


tant Thief, God la ved one at the laſt he ur, tbat 


none might defpair ; ; and bur one, that none might 
preſume, Thon that wilt not repent when thou 
mai ſt, it may bs Sd bill not give the time. to 
repent bereaffer when thon weuldeſt: Doelt 
thou think to do that in thy old age, which thou 
wilt not da in thy youth ? Canſt thou do that in 
one hour on thy death-bed , which thou art net 
able to do ſufflefently all thy lifetime e And 
then like wiſe old men habe ned ef repentance, 
they habe libed a long time in in, and have 
long enough. yea to to leng ne gleded repens 
tance : poung men may dye ln, but old men 
cannot itve long; therefeze beth young and old 
bave need to repent that they may receive the 
remifſion of their fins, Mack. 1.4. Andfoz yeux 


better underſtanding of this great andnecefſi» ⸗ 


ry duty of n. I ſhall a little ep wo 
a 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
what it is, and chat bziefly, Repenfance is cf 
two ſozts, either real oz unkeigned, oꝛ elſe ſem⸗ 
ing and bypocritical; ſeeming repentante that's 


gal, arifing from the accuſations of their own 
conſciences, ſuch a repentance as this, was that 
of Judas; and then there is a real and unfeign- 


ed repentanes, which doth pzoperly belong to. 
the godly, and this is likewiſe of two ſezts; 


legal and Evangelical: Legal repentance, that 


comes from the Law, giving ns the fight of our 
fins, and our miſerę by fin ; the law is out 


School ⸗maſter to bzing ns to Chziſt. Gal. 3, 
24. Bat Evangelical repentancs that ſpzings 
from faith in Chꝛiſt and cartes ont the ſoul un⸗ 
to Chzilk in oppoſition to every fin and to a 


foz(aking of every eil way; repentance then 


I hill thus deſcrive. I (oy repentance is a gift 
of God, by which a believing ſinner being taſt 
down in the ſight and ſenſe of dis own ſins doth 


nftorly fozſake and abhsez all his fozmer evil . 
wayes, and turns to the W929 with a perfect | 


heart. 


from God and not from nature, it's a flower ne- 
ver grew in nafares garden; neither birth noz 
b:eding. neither art noz learning noz any 0- 


ther ſablunary power 9; _— is abls 


ts 


common to wicked men, and is altogether le⸗ 


I lap it is a gift of Ges; that which comes | 
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-quickening of a dead (en! , and therefoze muſk 
vs the ad of him who is the giver of all life, 


| Chrifts firſt Sermon. 


| fo beget repentance; true repentance comes 


from above. Every good and perfect gift ( (aith 
St. ſames) comes from above, Jam. 1. 17. Graces 
dath not grow here below, but comes down 


rom the father of lights. The Apoſtle Acts 
11. 18. glorified God, that to the Gentiles he had 


granted repentance unto life. Repentancs is the 


We are all of us by nature dead in fins and treſ- 


-pafles, Epheſ. the 2. and the 1. A man by naturs 
is no moze able to perfozm an ad of true grace, 


then a deas perſon in the grave is able to do an 
ac of nature. They chat hve in fin (ag @f, Paul 


| Cafth of the widow that lives in pleaſare, x Tim. 


5, 6.) are dead while they live. Repentance then is 
the gift of God, Acts 11. 18. God granted repen- 
cance unto life. Do in 2 Tim. 2. 25, the Mints 
ﬀers of God are required fo inffruct thaſe that 


: oppoſe themſelves, with mekne(s ;, tf God 
peradbenture will give them repentance to the 
; acknowled;ing af the truth, that ther map res 


tober themſelves out of the ſnares of the devil. 


It's laid of Chꝛiſt Acts S. 31. He is exalted to be 


2 Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Iſ- 
rac], Faith and repentance.are (ſupernatural 
wozkis, and we may as well create new heavens, 
and anew earth, as do theſe acts of un, ; 


Chriſts firft Sermon. 

ie is God alone that wezks them in gur hearts 
by ths effications operation of his ſpirit, 2 Cor. 
3. 5. We are not lufficient of our ſelves to think | 
any thing as of our ſelves, but it's God that works 
in us both to wil, and to do, of his geod pleaſure, | 
Phil. 2. 13. : 

Secondly,repentance is a change;firft of the | 
heart then of he whole man: there muff be | 
new heart, and a new hand; anew lite, and a 
new head; all things muſk be new whore re⸗ 
pentance is. It any man be in Chriſt ( ſaith the ! 
Apoſtle ) he is a new creature, x Cor. 5, 17. Res | 
penfance makes a man a new man, and it is 
unele tu the power of Sad to renew our hearts, 
neither Angels noz men are abls fo doe it. 
An Jer. 31. 18, 19. faith Ephraim, Turn thou me | 
and 1 ſhall beturned,for thou arc the Lord my God, | 
Surely after that I'was turned 1 repented, and aſter 
that 1 was inſtructed I ſmote upon my thigh, I was | 
aſhamed, yea even confounded , becauſe I did bear | 
the redroach ofmy youth, Yere's the character of | 
a krus repentant it is the L02d that muff changs | 
sur hearts, it is he onely that mult gibe us new 
hearts, and take from us theſe hearts of fone; | 
it is the Wozd that muff plack us ont of the 
ſnares of the devil, and caſt down the frong 
holds of ſin in us; i God do not turn as, ws 


{hall never be turned. After that I was turned, I 
| repen- 


f Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
ts repemed , ſaith Ephraim. But I pzocked in thi 
Yr, | deſcription of repentance. 
ak |  Jt'sagift of God, I ſay, whereby a belt bing 
ks { finner furns from all his uns unte Ges; ſay 
be. a beleeving inner, becauſe faith muſt fir pꝛo⸗ 
cede and gs befoze repontancs,foz none can true 
be ly repent but be muſt fiif? beleebe 2 there map 
8 } be fnafinner that which we call legal repens 
a tante, which may cauſe a ſinner to fail ont with 
his ſins, and it may be foloath them with a kind 
vk deteſttaion; it's poſſible a wicked man mae 
| repent that ever he knew what fin meant, 3 
that ever he had fo do with fin; all this may bez 
and pet no true repenfance , becauſg: no rus 
# Catfh ; fo true repentance cauſes a hakłred of fin 
as ſt is diſpleaſing to God, as well as hurtfal ts 
our ſelves, yea he hates fin as hell ; yea wess 
then bell it ſelf; which cannot be in an unbo⸗ 
leeving ſonl ; it cannot bs dented but that r 
 pontance is a ſaving grate, and if ſo, then nows 
tan pertake of this ſaving grace, tilbbs be fix 
united unto Chick the fonntain of all gracs ; ſs 
then faith maſt needs bs befoze repentance. -- 
5 | Secondly, where trus repentance is, thers is 
dea change wzoright in the whole man, and a tur- 
is ning; firft, to our (elves; ſecondly , to Odd; 
vs } antthirdly to men; an nnreponfant finner is 
1 ant ot himſelf ; and he is not onely ant of his 
way, 


a 
S 2 
. wet 


gal was dzawn away fcom bis fathers houſs 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
war, but ont ot bis wits. In Luk. 15. 17. when 
&s pzodſgal came to bimſelf he ſaid; Facher I 
have ſinned: this is the firſt ep to repentance, 
ſolf-refurning. Secondle, repentance is a re- 
kurning te God; It thou wilt return O Iſrael ſaich 

the Lord, return unce me, Jer. 4. 1. The grace of 

repentance is (atably vrpzefſed by this ad of res 

turning to God, and they who do not repent, 

are (aid not to return to God. In Ames 4. 1. 

Gov ſaith , Notwichſtanding I have given you 

cleanneſs of teeth, and want of bread, yet ha ve you 

not returned; notwithſtanding I have with- holden 

the rain from you, and ſmitcen you with blaſtings 
and mil-dew , and ſent among you the peſtilence; 
notwithſtinding I have {lain your young men by 
the ſword, and overtiown ſome of you as | over- 
threw Sodom and Gomotrah , by fire z-yert have 
you not returned unto me, faith the Lord. Repenn 
tancets a turning from fin fo God; Sin curns | 
men from God, and drawes the ſoul into the ways 
ot death. Jam, I, 14. A man is dzawn away 
of his own luſts and enficed; dzawn away from 
God and from the truth of God, but when oncs || 
repentance comes, he turns back again, he chan j 
ges his minds then, and abyozs bimtelf fo; what 
be bath done. Jov. 42 6. I abhor my ſelf and 
repent (faith Job) in duſt and aſhes. Ihe pꝛodi⸗ 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
thꝛongh his en laſts and pet at laſt he refurs 
ner ff ſt fo himſelf, ſecondly to bis father; Luk. 
1 5 , 17 When he came to bimfelf he (atd, I will 
atile and go to ny father and ſay unto him, father 
I bave finned againft heaven and before thee , and 
am no more worthy to be called thy cn, 

Sinners are laid to be mad, but repentancs 
bzings men to their right wits again; every 
impenitent ſinner is a mad man, à mer bed⸗ 
lam; who but a mad man will run bimſelf 
wilfalily infs the fire, as ebery wicked man 
Bath, he rugs headiong to deſtrudton: but re⸗ 
penfance turns men from this madneſs. In 
Acts 26. 18, it's called, A turning of men from 
darknels to lobr, and from the power of Satan un- 
wo God. Sin is a darkneſs, and when men fin 
they know not what ther do; but repentance 
inligytens men and ſets them at liberty. In 
Acts 26.20, repentance aud turning to Gad are 
put togetber.they.are one and the ſame, the ons 
cannot be without the otber; but it's not any 
turning that doth this, but ii's a turning of ths 


, | judgement, and a turning of the will and affg- 
£ Qjons ; (o that men that are turned, are carried. 


holly from fin and wickedneſs, unto Sed. Jo- 
el 2. 12. Turn uno me (ſaith Gen) with all your 
heart: ik it be with a peice it's nothing wozth, 
it's altogether deceitful, 

Third⸗ 


Chrifts firſt Sermon, 

- Whirdly, repentance ts a returning to men; 
e mut not be aſhamed to acknowledge onr 
fauifs one to another, James 5.16. Contels your 
faults one to anothe r, and pray one for another. Af 
wo have dons any man wrong, ws ought fo ac» 
knowledge it. Js it (6 then that repentance 
flowos from from faith ia Chziſt, and turns 
men from fin anto Gos, then I obſerve that 
there ars many in the woꝛlo, whs as pet never 
knew what true repentance meaneth , becauſs 
they are pet in unbel&f and withont faith, with⸗ 
out which there can be no repentance : Men 
may £ry bitterly, and humble thomſelbes in 
fack-cloth and aſhes, as Ahab did; men may | 
hab the hozrozs of hell in their conſciences 
as Iudas had; men may refo;zm many things 
that are amiſs, as Herod dis, and pat being un- 
beteevers they are fill in the ſtate of impent⸗ 
fency; It's an inkallible demonſtration, that 
they never pet traly taſted of the lovs of God in 
the pardon of their ſins , who dare pzeſums to 
take a liberty to fin, oz delight themſelves in a⸗ 
ny in whatſoever ; they that trale bel&@vs, cans * 
not. dare not allew themſelves in any fin:fo2 as | 
faith puriſte s the heart, ſo faith and repentance 
k&ps the heart pure, and makes the conſcience 
tender; and the moze purs the heart is, ths moze 
wili it abſfain from all things that are —— 
6 c N 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. by 
Then lecandle, is Repontance the gift any 
grace of God. whereby a bel bing finner being 
humbles under the fight and ſenſe of his ſins, 
doth traly turn to Gode Then we may ob(: rve, 
that where true repentance is, there is alſo hu 
miliation foz in. It is not poſſible that ever 
any ſoul chould traly repent , that is not truly 
bamvied and caſt down in the igbt and ſence of 
bis fins. Turn unto me (ſaith the Lo) with all 
your heart, with faſting, witch weeping , and with 
mourning, Joel 2. 12, The Nin vites when they - 
repented , they humbled themſelves from the 
{ bigheff co the loweſt ; and this alſs ſhews ns, 
that the greatef part of men and women tn fbs 
wo2id never pet truly repented , becanſe they - 
were never yet truly hambled: it is nat every 
kinde of ſozrow that wezkes repentance, but as 
it is in 2 Cor. 7,10, only godiy forrow Workech 
repentance, never to be repented of. And as there 
ma? be a count2rfett repentance , lo there may 
be & connterfeit bnantlfation 3 the ſignes and 
markes of tcue humiliation are thele. Firſt, _ 
| Itþe ſoul that is traly humbled foz fin, is very. 
fre in the confefſton of ſin ; and the @criptares = 
ce tell us, that theie that dave been moſt humbleb 
ce oz ſin, habe ben freeſt tn the confelſi=n of their 
28 ns: as David Nebemiab, Job anv others: Dial. 
51,3. faith David, I acknowledge my tranſgreſſion. 
s . 2 and 30 
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Anve us dut in death; if it ünde ns nat cut in 
death. pet it will nde us oft alter veath in the 


| Un, canſeth the ſoul that is humbled utterip col 
bath and abhoz and hate fin; Ezck. 2. 43. 1 


have committed. in is odious und W 
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and my fin is evet before me. Ad this cenfeffion 
of ſta, toll ve in fore nivaſars ſutable to car 
bamiltatton; if cur ſezrow fo2 fin be fine-re, 
or confeffion will be fs ke: therefeze al thoſe 
Who are leſs afraid to commit ſin, then tbev are 
Athamed to confeſs fin. were never pet truly 
hamblev Cf fa, neither ſhell their ſun's reap 
Ang benefft by if, Prov. 28. 12. He that chvereth 
Bis fins fhall not proſper bu: who + contefle h and 
forſakech them (hall finde mercy. They that mill 
trot finde out their fins to confeſs them, to bs 
fare one ay o2 other their ſins will finde them 
or fo tozment them: if ſia fiade us not det in 
h. it win ande us cut in age; if it fiode us 
ot ont in health pet it will finve us out tn ſick⸗ 
Neſs: tk it finds us not ont fn life, pet tt will 


p of judgement; eitver one time ez other gur 
fits will finde us out. Numb. 25. 33. Your fins 
{faith God) ſhall finde you out, 


Secondly. godlp fozrol and humiliatten fol i 


al remember your ways,and your doihgs where: 


in you have been defi ed, and ye ſhall leath youſ 


ſelves in your ow fioht, for all your evils that ya 


al damble ſoul ; 1 2bhor every falle way ( faſth 
aur David ) rivers of tears run down mine eys, becauſe 
re, men keep not thy la w. Plal. 119. 14 1 36. Naturn 
boſe | map teach a man to loath ſin in others, but it's 
are 


rulp 
reap 


ion 


ſelbes. When Juda h, Goa. 38. 24 heard that 
bis vanighter Thamar had played 8. har lot, by 
-reth | pzeſently paſt ſentence of death upon her ; Bing 
and | her forth (Laith he) chat ſhe may be burned : but 
mill | When he ſatv by the pledges that the in was his 
» be sn, Judah was then ſi'ent, no moze talk of 
bem burulng her then, A ſonl traly humbled , will 
t inl bate ſia whereſcev:r t: is, oſpecially in dis own 
e ug beſome ; men will dee from venemons any 
tick bartlul creatures wbereſoever they are , eſpects 
will alle it eber be near (hem, becauſe they are den 
it in in moſt danger to be hurt by them : all the Ans 
: tdeſel the wozid cannot vo a fonl ſo much hurt as 
gut bis own fas; tben they that do not hat: Ha in 
Une themſelves, ars not frule humbled fog fin. 

| £birvly, bo that is truly humbled is wilting 
n toto kene dare tu himſelf, the hambie aner is 
ir taltutlutng co be named of his folly: Eck. 1 6. 
14%. That thou maiſt remember and be aſnhamed, and 
pere lſnevet open thy meutł more, when I art) pacified to- 
gouſ wards ches for' aff that thou haff dose, Caifh the 


ut yes. 7 ERS 5 
fol t! Fanrthly, 4 trale dumble foul will be fl» 
1 | 35 2 ling 


onely grace that teaches us to abhez fin tn ur 
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ling fo receive the woꝛd of God with all readi⸗ 
neſs: What's the reaſon men are no moze hum⸗ 
bled fo; fin? Durely this , becaufe they deſpiſe 
oz noglect the god wozy of God, which ts the 
onely means to get bumilitf: the humble peni⸗ 
tent ſoul, is the moſt trad able and teachable ſoul 
in the world, and he abobe all other is willing 
fo ombzace the woꝛd of God. 

Fifthly, a truly humble ſon! is ready and wil- 
ling to put in pꝛadiſa all theſe duties which be 
bath fozmerly learned ont of the wozd of God: 
when Paul was cnce truly bambled , be confer- 
red not any longer with fl: and blond; but 
laying aſlde all carnal reaſonings, goes on tho» 
rowly in his wozk of pzeaching the Goſpel, Gal. 
I. 16. Thas you map ſee that where true re⸗ 
pentance is there is alſo a true humiliation and 
ſozrow foz fin; then let every one learn to bg 
bumble. and that betimes; foz as women ths 
longer they are ert thep bzing fozth childzen the 
barder ie their labour, eden ſo they that put off 
repentance to ald age, mult cxped the ſozer tra - 
vol. Lamentably are they miſtaken who put 
off thefrrepentance to their old age, is it likely; 
that the pains and weakneſs of old age will bs 
any adbantage 03 eaſe to thy repentance 2 Rcvel. 
16. 19. it's ſatd, That at the powring forth of the 
fourth Vieh when God imote the inhabitants of the 
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from all ſin, as well (mail as great, not from 
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earth with à ſcorching heat, that they blaſphemed 
the name of God and repented not. It's a wefal 


thing to pat cf repentance to a pained body, oz 
to a ſfck ved; pain in (fs own nature fits rather 
to blaſpheme ans turn from God, then to rs⸗ 
turn ts God, and it's very common that ſilk 


perſons either repent not at all, oz if they do, 


at the belt kheir repentance is but a ſickly re⸗ 


pentance;ſickneſs doth onely abate and refrain 
the power of mens lugs, it never deſtropes the 
life of lin, deaty it (ſelf cannot kill fin ; wicked 


mens ſins live when they are dead, ths grade 
. cannot conſume them, noz the fire of heli; the 
fins of nabel&vers remain not enely in their 


guilt, but in thetr power to all eternity, +: 
Js it ſo then, that repentance is a turning 
from ſin unte Gos then I obſzrve that there can 
be no krue repentance where fin is delighted in: 
bo that lives in the love and pꝛadiſe ot any ſin, 
knoweth not what cepsntancs meaneth; lo res - 
pantancs takes off the heart from the love of _ 
fin, and wozkes it fo ſuch a diſlike of ſin; that if 
abbozs the very occaſtons of fin; if in _ . 
and fels a gracieus penitent ſonal of the pzo 
and pleaſures of ſin, © ſaith a gracions — 
thy (weetneſs will pzove- bifterns's in the lat- 
ter end; true repentance takes eff the heart 
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turn from the commands of n and (:tan nuts 
\from hatred and envy, fo love; the tres that 


411 fruit. I veſeech ve therefoze bzethzen in the 

bo wels ot mercy, faz the L82vg (ſake J cutreat 

'obery one of you that deftre te be ſaved , that 

= would turn away from all pour iniqnities, 
d 


vefiros God in tbe night, and with bis ſpirit 


It; | Where bis honour dwels , Palm. 26. 8. all bis 
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ſome feln ins but from all On foz he that turns 
not from all turns from none ia truth: and it 
is not enough to turn from ail En. but we walt 


the commands of Gor; from wozlvitncls, to 
boavenly mintedneſs; from p2ide. te bumilitys 


bears not god fruit will be bewen down. and 
cal ints ths fire as well as the tree that heays 


that ſpecdily, leſt your repentance bs t 
late: And to this end be earneſt with God hy 
purer, fo; the aſſiſtance of his ſpirit in the ſub⸗ 
vutng of thy ſins, and caſt thy ſelf wheily upon 
.* Evorptrae penitent is wholly the X. es 
the. defira - «f his ſanl is ta Gad, and ko 
the ramembzauce of bis name; with bis ſoul he] 


Within him, be ſecketh the E039 in the mozns; 
ing. Eta. 26 8 9. Me is now. aconfant ſuter 
af the thꝛane of grace, and with full pur pia of 
heart he cleaves to. God, and loves the plates 


wart is to knoty.mozs bf God, and bow * 
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love bim mozs v ſerve dim better; the ſerbice 
and ſervants oi God, ho foyfal are thep to his 
fonl 2 Me takes alt oppoztunities of doing gad, 
bs keeps his heart with all diligence , and ths 
door ot his lips that he offend not with his ropgue, 
Pſal. 39.1. Bis heart is ſo inflamed with the 
love of God . that he endeavours with all his 
might to Ge fozrh the pꝛaiſes of the 92d ; by 
which it ppears, that a turning fp Gob is not 
barely a turning from fin, but a pzacifing of 
god and a walking epaightly befeza the 05 
in all well-pleafing; all our daves. 

Is tt ſo then that repentance tsntedful and 
abſolutely neceCary fo2 all perſons, in what yl 
ſad condition then are the greateſt part of may 
and women in the wozld, who as vet are as far 
from true repentance as light is fram darkuelg. 
and yet po ſeuls they ſmthᷣ themſelves np with 
this concett,that God is merciful and they hops 
fo be (ave> as well as ths belt, and they thank 
God all fs well with them, and pet nownith- - 
7 ſanding they aever repented of their Cas: aus 
repentance, is a grace almoſt ont of faiyion in 


thele ſelf-conceited time:, wherein mens minds 


are ſo much running after nevelties , and ants - 
ward fa:malities : but the power of bokineſs, * 
and the bodies of repentance and ſelf-yto2tife 
cation, thoſe ars nat minded; nay by mae ars 
WD 4 accounted 
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accounted legal, and altogether needleſs. 


There are the ſozts of people that J ſhall 
hats occaſion to ſpeake off in the nſe of this 


point; and the firff, are ſach as altsgether ab- 


hoz repentance ; the ſecond are ſuch as although 
they acknowledge repontance is needfnl and 
neceſſary foz others, pet think that they them- 
ſelves habe no need of it; and the third ſezt are 
luch as doc onfeſs that repentance is nsedful e- | 
ven foz themſelves as well as others, but net 
vet; it is time enengh hereakter, there's no ſncy | 
bafte of tf And J hape in the handling of thele 
thzes ſozts ot perſons, I'ſhall make it appear 
that rcpentance is nezdfal-and neceſfary at all 


times oz all lots. Yaving done this, Jchall 
remove ſome lets that binder men from repen⸗ 
fancs, and ſo give you ſome few mvttives to ſtir 
you up to repentance ; and then to winde up all k 
in a wozd oz to of applicatton. | 
" Ibegtn with the firſt ef theſe, thoſe that | 


abhoz repentance : ant they are willful anners, 


JI}  fuch as 4 en in Fn. and maks if even their | 


trade fo ſin, wilfal, deſperate, and diſfoluts 
wzetches, that laugh at repentance, who declare 
their ſin as Sodeme did, and hide it not, Eſa. 2.9. 


I bo will not be bzöngbt to abandon their 


wicked wayes; but go en till in (wearing and 


ene lying and vlaſpheming whozcdoms, 


dzun⸗ 
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dzunkennels, and all uncleanneſs, and that 


with greedineſs, as the Apoffle ſaith; Whe 
mock at faith and repentance, as theſe (coffers dis 
in 2 Pet. 3. 4. Theſe are they, as St. Peter 
ſatth 2 Pet. 2. That walk after the fleſh in the luſt 
of uncleanneſs, and count jt pleaſure to riot in the 
day time ; whole eyes are full of adultery, that can- 
not cea ie from fi, 3 O but the latter end of theſe men 


is worſe then their beginnirg. Yow many wicked 
wꝛetches are there, that live as if the had 
made a covenant with death and hell, and wers 


at an agræ ment᷑ with the grave, twho had rather 


bazard their ſeuls then leave their ſins, who as 
tit there were neither beaben no2 hell, ran on 


from one fin to another, Come (lap they ) we 


will tech wine and fill our ſelves with flreng drink, 
and to morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 
abundant. But Eſa. 56. 12. Wo unto them ( ſaith 
| the Pꝛaphet) they have rewarded evil to them- 
ſelves. Hab little do theſe men think, that God 


Will one day wound the hatry ſcaly of ſuch as 


go on in ſin, and chat rribulacion and wrath , in- 
dignation and atiewſh, ſhall be upon every foul that 
doth evil, Rom. 2.9. Let men flight repentanes 


never ſo much a time will come when they ſhal 
repent, but that fo late, even in bell firs oz 
eber. Foz ſin muſt be repented of, it not on 
earth, yet in hell; and it you will not loth your | 

; compas 
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campantons in fin here veau (2311 loth them in 
hell hereafter, pour pet - companions and peur 
harlof computons (hall loath one another in 
hell ; then theſe blonde wounds chall bleed 
which you have given your ſonls in the dapes of 
pour joliity and pꝛide, aud iu the times of your 
deſperate impieties: when nothing but wzath 
and hozrour of conſcience (hall appear befozs 
you then theſe (wet mazſels of Ga, which have 
ben ſwet as honey to yonr lnff'yl appetites, 
Gait be vemited up as the bittereſt and loath- 
lamm eſt thing? in the wozld. Conſieti this all 
ys that foaget God, Leſt he tear you in pecces and 
there be none io deliver you, Pal, 50. 31. Be wil 
ting ta fozſake your ins, fe2 fin and the (ml 
mutt part 82 elſe hell and the ſoul Chill met tos 
g ther: The wicked (ha'l be turned into hell, and 
all che nations that forget Sed, Pal. 9. 17. ® 
that you would ſerionlly lap tbeſs things to 
heart , and nog even now in this peut day, 
that ye would know the things that belong unto} 
your everlaſting peace: To day i you will rea 
my voice (ſaith God in the 95 Pſalm ) harden? 
nat your heatt. light ut. ſco:n not; reſiſt not, 
the god oꝛd of God that invites peu to repen 
fancs but ba ak off your fins by repentance, and 
turn te Gov in righteonſneſs. 


Aas now foz ths ſecand lest. and they ar | 
| tuch 
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tuch as think thy ne:d no repentanes 3; And 
they are either ſocy as are mo2ally civil and hos 
| neſt befozs men oz elfe fozmal and hypocrite 
cal pꝛofe ſtoʒs. who ſeem to be and are not. who 
pꝛofels Gov with their lips, but deny bim in 
their lives: © thep have no nted of repentance, 
they are no dzunkards, noz ſw2zrers, von lach 
liks ; God Ithanke thee (ſaid the pzypud Pharxie 
ſ& ) Iam not as othet men are, EXto!toutss, un- 
juſt, Luke 18. 11. Me are ſuch as pꝛofeſs Gap, 
and know much of the winds of God, ans thert⸗ 
foze have no ned of repentance, they ars gnil⸗ 
try ol no fins tor pent sf. But of theſe it may 
be laid as Peter ſaid of Elmas the ſozcerer, Act. 
13. 10. That they are full of all ſubul y, and ene- 
mies to all righteouſneſs, who rever yet knew what 
fin meayr.. Foz they that think they have no fins 
left to repent of, it's a rlecr argument that they 
7 never pet truly repented themſel ves of anyone 
| Ga at all, buf that they are fill in the gli of 
Z bitterazſs, and in the bond of in quit: Fes 
2 repentance ts a centinued ac, ans a grace that 
7 mutt have its bajly operation; as faith and lade 
mut contiane, lo muſt repe tante : when ance 
the rocky heart of a ſinner is f giiten vy Gos, 
the. water ef repentance will contiunaile fl.; 
ſincare tepentants cannot content tb me ves 
with ona ad n two of repentance hut they — 
| ali 
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daily renew their repentance , foz ſin will re⸗ 
new. (0 muſt rspentancs; renewed fias muſt 
habe renewed rep: ntance, till we habe done 
Anning and that will not be till we have done 
living) we muſt not have done repenting; if 
there bs à leak in the (hip the water maſt be 
pu pt out, elſe the ſhip is in danger of finking, 
we are leaking vefſcts all of us pea the beſt of 
us; fin leaks in datly; and is renewed daily, and 
there mult be tbe pump of repentance to carry 
it out vatly . elſe our ſouls will be in danger of | 
ſinking. And foz the other ſozt, who think they | 
nad no repentance; they are pour mozal honest 
men who live in a courle £f civility and fake 
"their peny'to be as white as any ethers; ther 
are as god as ths beſt, and therefoze have ns 
'n&d to be aay better; they are not-deſperately | 
[wicked as many are, they are no blaſphemers, | 
nz dznnkards, they go to Church and give e. 
very man his dus and are loving to their neigh | 
bours, and what neos any moze? It's true theſe | 
things are nec:CCary, and are required ina chzt- # 
tian; but yet civility without ſanctity , at the | 
belt is but guild d Acbeiſme;mozality and ſeem | 
ing vertues are but guilded ſins, and gliſtering 
abhomtnations; the Tod ſecth many a rotten 
baſe ſcinking heart under a civil coat:if civility 


an 83 wonld have lerved the turn, 
then 


then the Phariſes would have gone ko hea- 
| ben befozs any other; they were civille hos 
neft, they were no (wearers, nez dzunkards, 
| they paid tithes. and gave alms, and pzaped ofs 


one, and a Phar iſe the other. But what ſa(th 
| Chziſt ? Math. 5. 20. Except your righteouineſs 
exceed che righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſes, 


det their righteouſneſs far cxc&ded the righte- - 
ouſneſs of all cur mezal honeff men. Let a man 
bs never ſo honeſt in outward appearance, let 


and plauſible in the eyes of the wozld, let him 


men vet ik be be not renewed in the ſplrit at 
bis minde, he is never the better foz this. If; - 
ho be not a ſandified Chziſfian, the wozd of 

truth never as vet came home fo his ſeal, in the 
power ol it he is ſtill in the Rate oł nature, ans 
wik ben: God, and as pet far from repentante and 
fſalvation. | 
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ten, and car tied themſelves ſo «x in the wozlo, 
that it was thought that if but two men in the 
wozld ſhould go ta heaven , a Scribe ſhould bg 


ye (hall not enter the kingdome of heaven : And 


bis cariage-and behaviour be never ſo ſpecious 


be ne ber lo cxact aas juſt in ts dealings with 


And then there is a third ſozt of impenitents, 
and they are ſuch as are convinced of the necefſi- 
ty of repentante, but the do not think it a tims 
now to repent; they bol&eve thoy muſt 1 1 

| ut 
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bat all in geo time, thrre's no hake of fe 
yet, it will be time encagh hereafter, at the 
hour of death, when age and ſickneſs is upon 
fhem;and they think it a thing of nothing to ro- 
pent, they can do it when thry liſt, its dons 
With a wot finger, there needs no meꝛe but to 
fay Lord hay: mercy upon me, when they are go⸗ 
ing cat of the waꝛld: this is the general diſeaſe 
with wbtch moſt men are infected. But let 
tach men know, that it is a bard matter to re- 
Prnt. and fin is verp powerfal , ard ik they do 
not ſeł to get it ſavou .: d ia fhe ſtrength of t heic 
dayes, tt will be te yard fez them at the lat; 
fo; although men grow weaker and weaker, yet | 
An growss firsnger and ſtronger, and being as 
we ſay bzed in the bone, nurſed up by us in our 
ont vtul vapes, it will not eaſfily bs rof.d ent 
of the flech: Can che Blckm-re change his skin, 
or the Leopard his (pots ? Jer. 19. 23. 9, ther 
cannot; no moze can they that are accuſtomed 
fo do evil, leave it when they liſt. 

If repentante be a thing ſo eafie, how is it 
tbat wary who ſong vt efter it. could never os / 
tain it : ow man are there that habe roared | 
und erted in tze v{rterneſs of thetr ſeuls, and 
in tbe hozroz of their conſctences.that they teuld 
Not teprut O chat I could repent, O chat my 
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the eries of many. It is not in the power of 
man to repent when be pleaſes, doth God gide 
ns ſpace to repent nom, it may be he will nos 
bo it td mozrew : a man by nature as be cannot 
of bteſelf, (6 he bath no inclination of him 
to repentance. Repentance it's a heart-wozk, 
ü tirtumtiſing of the heart, and caſt ing of fin 
ont of the ſoul, which indeed wil make the heart 
fo bleed; which thing no natural man ts either 
willing 93 able to do. Mortifie (ſaith the Apt» 
fle Coloſ. 3. 5.) your members which ate upon 
earth 5; which thing {tits not with a natural 


| man. Let no man then put off repentance, 


upon ſach fottth wicked thenghts as theſe, that 
repenfance is an esſte wozk which a man may 


] perfozmz when he pleaſes, ſuch ſinful thong hes 
Jas theſe will deceive you : thon that wilt not 


kin, | 


repent: now thou mayeft . when thou wouldeſt 
it may be then ſhalt not be permitted; you thak 
will not repent when Ges gives ſpace , Hobs 
juſt lx may ho when theu weuldeſt deny it ther? 
becauſe when it was tffired fo the then _ 
. T3. Becanſe I woald have 


de purged from thy filthineſs, faith the Lord, © 
longer men live in fin, the ffroyger will fla 
row in them; be that will nat leave in when 
de is Young, will barvip leave it when he is _ 
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As it's ſaid of wicked men in Jo 20. 11. Their 
bones are full of the fins of their youth, which lye 
down with them in the duſt. Not that mens ſins 
were buried with them in thetr graves foz then! 
they migbt bo happe, but that they continne || 
with them till death, yea after death. Many a 
time and often hath the L oꝛd tw et the doz of 
mens conſciences, and knocked to come in. 
Rev. 3. 20. Behold | ſtand at the dore and knock 
(ſaith Chziſt.) O do not let God watt long, be 
bath watted a long time already, to be gractons 
unto the, El. 30. 18, Do not give the devil 
the pzime and trongth of yeur dapes and then 


.* think to ſerve God in your old age: you do not 


not the Erength and power to ſin then as you 

babe had, vat (il pour hearts are as bad as e- 

vor they were; then pat not eff zour repen - 
tance till fickneſs comes: Gappe yea thatce 

bappy is that man. and ble ſſed ſhall bs be, that || © 
in the time ef his yoath and health,furntihes bis 2 
boart and ſonl with camfozts againit the evil it 
dag; bappy is that ſonl, who when age and ſick⸗ 
nels comes, is ſo fitted foz death by repentance, 
that when death comes be hath nothing eiſe ts 
do but fo dye. Be perſwavsd then to repeat be- 
times, befoze pon go hence and be no moze (&n; 
Here's no time oucs but the pzeſent time, * * 
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do not know whether ws ſhall itve another day, 
another night, many that are in health one day, 
are bzought to their graves the next. Our lite 


(laith St. James) is but a vapour that appeareth 


for a little time, Jam. 4.1 4. wo are no ſoner bean, 
but ws beg in to dye. Put not your ſouls off then 
from day to day, be that's unfit oz unwilling to 
repent to day, will beſo ta mogrew ; therefoze 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, Iſa. 55. 6. 
There's a time when God will not be found: 
Prov. 24. to the 20. ſaith God _ becauſe I called 
and ye tefuſed, and ſer at naught all my ounſel, and 
would none of my reproof, therefore will I laugh 
at your calamity, and will meck when yeur fear 
cometh z when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 
you then ſhall ye call on me, but I will not anſwer; 
=> ſhall ſeek me early, but ſhall not finde me; for 
chat they hated knowledge, and did not chule the 


fear of the Lord; cherefore ſhall they eat the ftuit 


of their ways, and be filled with their own deviſes. 

There is a time when mercy may be had, but 
if we negie that time, it will not be recc ver. 
ed again though it be conght foz with tears;thers 
is a time; when with the wiſe Uirgins ws may 
enter into the wedding, but if we take not that 
time.ws may with ths fooliſh ones habe the dog 


; hat againſt us, Matth. 25, Chen may wo knock 


Ib call, yea cry, Lord, Loꝛd, open re us; but the 
C Lo2d 


Chrifts firſt Sermon, 
102d hall ſay unto ns. I know you not. The 
old wozld had a long fime of repentance. 120 
years did Noah preach repentance fo them, and 
vet they repented not; but the Ninivizes they þ 
had but a ſhozt time given them, but fozty bays, 
and pet they repenied; they made the hay of re⸗ 
pentance whileſt the (an of Gods patience lht- 
ned upon them. 

God is not bound fo wait mens leiſure , the 
ſon! is but a fenant at will, and may ſuddenly | 
be turned out of does. and when von Ive upon 
your fick beds, the Kozd map fil pour hearts 
with ſuch feares as map make your conſciences Y | 
altogethzr deſpair of mercy. Gov ſent yon bis 
ſervants early and late, in ſeaſon and ont of ſea» |} ! 
ſon, fo inbite you to repent; but por will re⸗ 1 
pent you ſay hereafter, you will if peu cen pon 
hope God will wozk it in vou. What ground | 
have yon ofthis hope 2 bath Sos made pcn ang þ 

0 
8 
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ſuch pzamiſe 2 Then canft not dzaw ont the 
thzed of thy like ene minute, foz ongbt than 
knoweff this bay may be thy laſt dap, the ten⸗ 
ders of mercy and the cffers of grace are at an Þ 
end when the life ends, if not befoze, pon know ff 
thaftime and tide fares no mans leiſure; ebe- h 
rp one is ſo wiſe as fo faks time and tide foz Þf b. 
woz1bly affairs. will any man be ſo ſottiſh as to 
defer the time of his ſowing, till harveſt 2 _ 
: bo 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
will not be carping cut of dung, when thep 


ſhauld be fetching in of coꝛn: us they will dil⸗ 
patch theſe things fir ſt which are of moſt necef- 


ſitp. And ts there any thing of moze necefſitp 


then the lalbation of pour ſouls? will your (onls 
be (aved witheut repentance 2 oz can pon repent 
when pon will: But you will ſay pn are ponng, 
and therefoze map fe vozn with a while, which 
is the devils divinity ; foz poung men hade no 
moze liberty allowed them fo fin, oz to put off 
reper tance, then old men habe; it's the devils 


| policy to infuſe this into thy bzains, that be may 
enſnare thee. It was the commendation of Ti- 


mothy, that from a chiide he had known che holy 
(cciprures. 1 Tim. 1. Poung ſaints ſay ſome but 


not the wozd of God) pzove old devils; but 11 


am ſnare it's a rare thing to ſ&@ an ols ſtuner to 
become a young ſaint. When the devil and fin 


have 1525ed it in your ſoul. pea tyꝛannized both 


ober ſoul and body, ko; thirty oz fozty years ko⸗ 


gether, ds pon think that a little groaning 93 


crying Lord have mercy upon me, ill be abls fg 


| Liſpoſſeſs him at the laſt, he hath gotten foo 


ſtrong a fœting in peur ſoul to be beaten out of 
his quarters (a caſily ; he that will not remem⸗ 
ber God when he is poung and living it's greak⸗ 
ly ta be feared God wtli be unmindetul of him 
when he is old and _ Thereſoze once =P 4 

2 | > 


- Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
I beſcech you in the bowels of Chziſt, ſpeedily 


to let about the wazk of repentance, leff when 


it is fo tate ron repent. op, and monrn, that 
you repented not befoze. Do not ſay of repens 
fancs 8s Felix ſpake to Paul, Thou wilt repent 
when thou art better at leiſure, another time ſhall 
ſerve the turn ; it may be thou maiſt not live to a⸗ 
nother time oz ik thon doſt, the heart may? then 
be as hard tf net harder then now it is: would 
pou not in the day of the Wozd bs in a wozls cons 
ditton then heathens oz infidels are? then re⸗ 
pent, Wonld you not wyen you are dead be in 
a wozſ condition then toads, oz ſerpents ? then 
repent. 

If may be ſaid of every impenitent finner, 
as Chiilt ſaſd of Judas fn the 26. of Matthew 
and the 24. berſe, I had been good for that man 
it he had ne ver been born. Yeathens in the dap 
of judgement, (hall be in a better condition 
then impenitent Chiiſtians , foz they ſhall 
babe the lefſcr condemnation, becauſe of their 
ignszance; who it may be would babe done 
better if they had known moze. It (hall be 


more ecllerable ( ſaith ur Babidur) for Sodom 


and Gomorrah in the day of judgement then for 


thou Ca pernaum, thou England; That art ex⸗ 
alted up to heaven in Goſpel-mercies, taks | 
beed and beware lelt thou beeſt thzowne | 
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dobon fo bell in Solpel⸗vengeance. 

A Qhonld now ew yon the lets that hin⸗ 
der men from repentance , and lo endes⸗ 
d ar to remove them; bat J hall onely 
name them, and ſo cenclade with (omg few 
motives to ir yon up to repentance. obs 
ths lets that keep men off from repentance, 
are either from ſin and ſatan , ez elſs from 
our ſelves , and the woz'd ; the devil pers 
lwades men that repentancs ts a needleſs wozk, 
and men need not trouble thecnſelves with it, 
ſoz thoſs that God hath oꝛdained to life (hall be 
ſaved, let them live never lo locſely; and 
thoſe that be bath appointed to wzath (hall be 
damned let them repent never ſo much. But 
to remobe this let ont of the way, know this; 
that all chvſe that God bath ozdained to (als - 
vation, (hall firft oz laſt , moze oz leſs. be 
bought to embzace the means. In the 13.6t 
the Acts and the 48. As many as were ordained 
to eternal lite, beleeyed. God bath jopned the end 
and the means together, and curſed is he that 
bares to ſeparate them; ſalvation without res 
penfance is impaſſible, without holineſs no man 
{hall ſee, God, Heb. 5. 19. A ſecond way by which 


the devil k&p3 men oft fd repentance, is So 


mercy; God is mercifal ſaith the devil, his mer⸗ 


cy is ober all his wozks, and he that made on 
C 3 win | 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
will not damn you. yn need not to fear it, True 
it is, evea to wickev men Gad is merctfal; 
but theſe are but merctes on ths lift hand, com- | 
mon merctes;it's a mercy to men that they live, 
it's a mercy that we were not bozn mentters, 
and it's a mercy to have onfward enjopments ; 
but what are theſe to the peculiar mercizs of | 
God? It was a good ſp#ch of a godly man, 
ſaith he, he that made thee without thee , will 
not ſave thee without thee; if thon art in a ditch | 
and wilt do no'moze to come out but cry, God | 
help ms, thou mapeſt lye and periſh. O do not 
dure fo ga bn in ſin, becauſe God is mercifal; 
Shall we fin ( ſaith t. Paul) that grace may a- 
bound? no God forbid ; A dare not ſaith a gra⸗ 

etous heart: if ever you would pertaks of mer | 
2y, you muff depart from iniquity, 2 Tim. 2.19. 
Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt de- 
par from iniquity. I dare boldly ſap, that if all 
the clonds of heaven (honld continnuallp ſhows 
down mercy, there world not {0 much as one 
'dzop fall upon any impenitent perſon. | 
_ _ Thirdly. the devil labeurs to keep men off 
from repentance, by bzinging them to'deſpatr | 
of mercy ; tf he cannot wozk men info pzeſumps | 
- "fton by the conſtseratien of Gods mercies, be | 
{ Wtil do what he gan fo bꝛing them into delpera⸗ 
. * be Wing them (hat mercy is out of _ 
| a 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon; 
But let not this hinder thy repentance, ko; as 


tit cannot be to (on to repent. ſo it's never tea 


late to repent. better once then never; J do not 
ſpeak this. that any ſhould negled to repent bs⸗ 
times, but that none ſheuld cber deſpair of mers 
£y,8ad thereby bs htndzed from this duty of re- 
pentance A ſecond let that hinders repentance, 
is the woz1d, the luſts of the fleſh, and the pꝛide 
of life, the pleaſures and pꝛeferments of the 
wozld ; theſe fight egainſt the ſpirit, and reſilt 
the wozk of repentanre : voluptucuſneſs and 
dzunkennes nafits wen fo; repentance, therfozs 
tbeſe muſt be abſtained from (1 Per. 2. 11.) 8s 
things that war againff the ſoul. Mortifie there- 
tore (faith = Apoltle) your members which are 
upon earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, &c. Col. 3. 

5. theſe muſt be moztified. And then a third let 
that keeps men from repentance is fin, fin bath 
ſach a commanding power over the ſeul of un⸗ 


regenerate perſons, So thac (as it is Rom.6,10) Þ 


they give themſelves over as ſervants to fin, and to 
uncleanneſs, O then fo2 the L,02ds lake, avotd 
all occafions of ſin. let not ſin therefoze raign in } 
your moztal bodies, that pon ſhould obey it inthe Þ 
luſts thereof, neither peild you your mem⸗ 
bers as inſtruments cf unrigbteenſneſs unts 
fa, but peild peur ſelves unto God, as inſtra⸗ 
ments of righteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 12,13. on . 


C 4 


Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
I conld pzovail with yon, and that the Lozy 
would perſwade your hearts of the dzeadfnl and 
dolefnl condition of all impenitent ſinners. 
Conſider then I beleech you in the fear of the 
92D, theſe following conſiveratiens ; and firſt 


of all know this, you that live in the love of fin, | 
pon live in the hatred of God, faz the love of || 
Gad and the love of fin cannot poſſibly vwell | 
together, and they that dwell in it (hall never | 
dwell with God. Plal.15 ſatth David, Lord who | 


fhall abide in thy tabernacle,who ſhall dwell in thy 
holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteouſneſs. And the Apoltie ſaith in the firff 
of the Corinthians 5. 9. Kao ye not that the un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of God ? 
Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 


nor adulcerers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them- 


ſelves with mankinde, nor theeves, nor coye:ous, | 


nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall 


inherit the Kingdome of God, And Plal. 97. Ye 


WV that love the Lord hate evil. Alſa, 2 Tim. 2. 19. 
Let every one that nameth the name ol Chriſt, de- 
part from iniquity. Secondlr, all thoſe that love | 


fn,o2 are under the command and power of ſin, 
are of the devil; For be char commits (in (ſaith 
St. John, Joh, 3 9.) is of the devil. Ann is it not 
- dad thing to be under the power of ths devil e 
| Every wicked man is ou devils ſlave, and be 
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doth the devils dzadgery; where ever fin is, in 
the lovs of it there is alla the devii , the devil 
keeps court in wicked mens hearts, Thirdle, 
ſin is the high way to detrudion; Is not deſtru- 
Ction to the wicked? faith Job in the 3 1. 3. Yes 
that it fs; Anda ſtrange paniſhment to the wor- 


kers of iniquity. Fourthly and laffly, ſia bꝛought 


wꝛath and condemnation upon the ſenl ; It ye 
live ater the fleſh ye ſhall die, Rom. 8.13, The 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell, nd all the nations 
that torget God, Pſal. 9. 17 Theis things being 
tonſtdered ſerteull) taken to heart, me thinks 


ſhould not onely awaken finners cut of fheir © 


lleepy ſecurity, but alſo pzovoke them to repens 
tance. And then there is another let which bins 
ders men from repentance, and that is in theme 
ſeives, Which is of all other ths greateſt let; fog 
did not gur own baſe hearts deceivens the devil, 
the wozld, and fin, could never binder us from 


coming to God by repentance; & theſe lets from 


gur ſelves are either from ignoꝛante oz hardnes 
of heart, Epb. 4.18. Men(faith the Apsffle)chrough 
the ignorance that is in them, and through the hard- 


ot es 5 1 8 - . . 
nes of their hearts being paſt feeling, have given them 


ſeives over unto Iaſciviouſneſs , and to work all un- 


cleannes,with greedineſs. Janozance muſt needs bs 


| great let to repentance, no wonder when men 


know not the danger of ſin , no; the ueceſſity | 
| of ; 


Chriſts Firſt Sermon. 

of repentance, that they ltbz tn fin and neber 
come to repentance, who is there that ſ&ks fo; 
that he knoweth not of? If impenttent ſinners 
did but know what a dangerous condition they 


flamber, befoze they had mate their peace with 


God by repentance; O then foz the Lo2ds ſake, | 


got acqualntancs with God, and learn to know 


what an odious thing fin is, Job. 22.21. Acquatnt 
now the ſelf with God, and be at peace, thereby | 


god ſhall come unto the, thereby thou maiſt be 


bzeught to repentance. Then ſecondly, there is . 


in us bardnoſs of heart, which binders the wozk 


of repentance ; 2 Chron. 36. 13. its ſaid of Ze- | 
dekiah, That he hardened his heart chat he might || 


Not-xe:urn to the Lord his God. And this hardneſs | 
ef heart is very lamentable, becauſe all the 
means which God uſes to ſoften, wozk not upon 


it at all; And Pharaoh hardened his heart, and 
would rot let the children of Iſtael go, Exod, 8.3 2. 
Ali the ſezꝛe jadgments of God upon him could 
not pꝛebail with his hard heart, he would not 
let them go; ls wickes men whoſe hearts are 


hardened, they will net let their fins go, neither 
the judgements noz the mercies of God will 
pꝛevatl with wicked men, fo turn them from | 
their fins, Amos 4. 12. faith God, Though I have | 


ſent 


wore in without repentance, they would never. | 
ſuffer their eyes te lleep, noz their epe⸗lids to 
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ent among g you Judgement upon judgement, plague 


farwine, and nci/ome beaſts, yet have you not retur- 
ned unto mc, CTherekoze A beſ&ch pon , in lobe 
to your po ſouls, that by pzayer you would beg 


- | of God to give you ſoftened hearts, that may 


meit and trembleat the wo2p of God, left by goo 


ing on in van fins. pe bzing upon your ſelves 
| ſwift delt ructton. And ſo J come to gibe pon 


| ſome means and motives to ſtir you up to ro⸗ 


pentance, and ſo J ſhall conclude. 


The fir and p:incipal means of wozking 


repentance where it is not, is the wozd of God; 


F. Matth. 4. 17. And Jeſus began to preach , and to 
ſay, Regent for the Kingdome of heaven is at hand. 
| Chi:iffs fürſt ſermen was a ſermon of repen⸗ 
| tance , therefoze if ever you wonld repent of 


pour ſins attend upon the wozd of God. Mbat 


a wotul ſad condition art thoſe in that want the 


wozd of God? what the Pieacher laid, Eccleſ. 
11. 6. in the morning (fatth he) ſo we thy ſeed, and 


in the eyening with hold not thy hand; fo ſay Aa 
hearing the wozd of God: hear it in the mozn⸗ 
ing and hear it in the afternon; hear it on the 
2035s dap, and bear it upon the werk day, taks 


all eppoꝛtunittes of hearing the wozd of God. 


And then a ſecond help is, fo conſider the 


geodneſs and powar of God, his almighty and 
bis all-leetng ere, conũdor God (&s and knows 


all 


— 


Chriſts firſt Se- mon. 
| fhy Wayes, and is able to puniſt the fo; all thy 


fins; it men were but convinced of thts truth, 
they durtt not &n ſo boldly as they do: But 3 


Pals this to give pon lome few evidences of | 


ths fruth of repentance, and they are biieflg 
theſe. 


Firſt the ſoul that hath frn'y repented is ve⸗ 


re careful to abaid eben the occaſtons of ſtn, and 
kœps himſelf at a dickante both from ſta and ſin⸗ 
ners, ge will diſpenſe with no ſi at all. but will 


ſay as Enhraim did, what have Ito do any more | 


with fin > And ſecondly, he that is truly turned 


from ſin unto God. lll endeavour to turn o- 


thers alſo: he is not content that he bimſelf ts 


turned ta God but he will dꝛaw others fo God | 


alſo. T htrolp. he that bath truly repented is very 
caretuſ fe furniſh himſelf againſt the all auits of 
tbe devil; Pfal 119 11. Thy word (faith David 
have Thid in my heart. that I might not fin againſt 
thee. A true repentant freaſnres up ths wo2d of 
God in bis heart. 2nd walks worthy of the Lord 


ufo all wel. pleaſi ng being Fruittul unto every goed ; 


work, and increaſing in the knowledge of God. Col. 
r. 10. They do as it is in Pl. 119423. They 
keep the teſtimonies of GO, and ſeek bim with 
their whole heart; they alſo do no iniquity , they 
malk in his wayes ; Their delight is in the law of 
God , and in his law they do meditate day 96 

8 ght; 


. 


night, Pſal. 1. 2. Fourthly , be that bath krale 
repented is full of holy indignation agatnff 
ſin, and turnes fin quite cnt of dozes, he cannot 


indure the ſight of if. Fiftbly, he that hath tru⸗ 


lp repcnted is full of fear, he is filled with an 
awfnl, reveiencial. and filial fear of the majs⸗ 
fp ef God, and he is afraid of diſpleaſing God 


| by sia. Sixthip, a true penitent is fall of holy 


and h2avenly deſires, he deſires moze of God, 
and moze acquaintance with the wayes of Gov, 


mee communton with God in ozdinances- _ 


Sebenthly, true penitents are berp zꝛalous foz 


F Grd; O how do love thy law , ſatth David, 


in the 119. Pialm. A gobly man cannot endure 


to ſe Gb dichoneures; as it fs ſatd of Lot in 


the ſecond of Pet. 2.8. He ve xed his righteons ſoul 
from day to day, with their unlawful deeds, And 
then laſtly, where true repentance is wzongbt, 
if will wozk a hely changs in the ſonl, and 
whereas fin was fozmerly delighted tn, the 
true penitent bath it in indignation, they 


* wtti not cnely turne inne cnt of dozes, but 


alſo are ready to cut it in peices as it wers; 
true penttents have a feling on their hearts 
fo: fin, and will loath themſelves foz the e⸗ 
bil of their wayec. It's a hard thing fo2 a 
man fo loath bimſelf,every man naturally loves 


bimſelk, but true penitents loath and athoz 


thems 


_ Chrifts firſt Sermon. 
themſslves as ob didza repentant epe (&@s mat⸗ 


fer enough in btmielf , of ſelf-avhozrevcy ; re- 
pentance let's ns ſe what black vefii«d crea · 
fares we are by nature. Ezck. 2 43. You (ball | 


remember your wayes (ſaith the Lozd) and call 
loath your ſelves in your own fight; and lo much 
 foz the evidences of repentance. | 

Is it io then, that repentance ts ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation, and that there is great 
danger in putting it eff from bsy to dap, and 
that a ſick bed repentance is no repentance, 93 
at moſt but a ſickiy repenfance : how bighly 


 fhendoth it concern every ene of us even do 


dap, while it is called ts dap, to begin our re- 
pentance; and not anelꝑ to begin, but to per⸗ 
ſevers in it to the end ok eur daꝑs: let the time 
pat of our lives ſaffice us to have w3ought our 
own.-wils; and to habe walked in our own 
wayes , and let us reſtlve koz the tine to 


g dme to live unte God and be not weary foz 
in dus leaſon thon ſhalt reap if thou faint adt: 


make repentance thy eaily wozk, that ſo thy 
peace map be made with Ged, and when thou 
t omeſt to die, thou mape ſt have nothing elſe to 
do but ta bie. He that labours not to kill ſin 
by repentance in his life, will be very unit to 
die when death comes, death is onely welcome 
to à gractous penitent ſoul; ther ars not my 
NS dle, 
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die, in whom ſin is not killed by reponfance; 


they have done nothing of that wozk which Gop 
ſent them into the wozld to Bo, that habe not res 


| pented ; repentance ſweftzns our libes, and 


takes away the birterneſs of beafh , and onely 
to penitent ſinners ts mercy pꝛomis d. Conſt⸗ 
der there ts an abſolute neceflity of repentance, 
ws cannot be ſaved unleſs we repent z Except 
ye repent (ſaith Cdꝛiſt) ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſh, Luk. 13. 2. Contider alſo thy life is but 
hozt, thou haft bat a little time to live in the 


woꝛld, thou haſt nerd to beſtir thy ſelf then, and 


to helband thy time to the beſt advantage of 
thy ſon! Conſider alſo the end foz which Chzis® 


came into the wozlo: Matth. 9.73. I came (faith 


Chꝛiſt) to call ſinners to repentance. Be zealous 
therekoze, and repent, and as John ſaith, Math. 
3. 8. Let us all labour to bring forth fruits mete for 


repentance. Now the 102d wozk theſs truths 


apen your hearts, and the Lozd give every ons 
of ns repentaiice unto life, repentance never o 


be repented of: which the L02d of his inflaits 
ZHercy grant nuto ns all. 

Tne g'afs doth run, the clock doth go, 

Awake trom ſin, why ſleep you ſa? 

In fin ſleep not ſecurely fill, 

Leſt thou by fin thy ſoul doeſt kill 

While thou haft time do not delay, 
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Deter net off from day to day; Thou 


Chriſts Firſt Sermon. 
Thou art not ſure to tariy here, 
No not ene quarter of a year ; 
No not one week, nor yet one day, 
One hour theu art not ſure to ſtay ; 
Thou haſt not ſpace in thine own power, 
To live one minute of an hour : 
The preſent time ſee then thou take, 
Thy peace with God in Chriſt ro make. 
Keep Faith and true Repenrance ſtill, 
And then let death come when it will; 
Thou art prepared for to dye; 
And thou (halt live eternally, 
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Ender, be plesſcd to take notice; that this 
| Author bath another exellenc Book in Prints 
d The Everlaſting joyes of Heaven; Or, the 
pblelled life of a Chriſtian ; ; in Grace here , and in 
8 hereafter, To be ſold in the Old * 


